Sungai Ara Gospel Hall

The Missionary Power of the Spirit

12th Aug. 2009


Part 1:
Intro: The Elements in the Great Commission to be understood in Missions.

(1) As in Mark:
Mk. 16:15, 16
a) Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
b) Baptise those who Believe.
(2) As in Matthew: 
Mt. 28:19, 20
a) Go to all nations, Baptizing all who Believe and teaching them to observe all things…I have commanded you.
b) The Lord’s Presence Promised: Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
(3) As in Luke:
Lk. 24:48, 49
a) Ye are witnesses of these things.

b) I send the promise of my Father upon you

c) Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
d)  Until ye be endued with power from on high.
(4) As in Acts: [Compare (3) above with (4) here]
Acts 1:4, 8
a) Wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of Me.
b) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
c) Ye shall be witnesses unto Me…

d) Both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

A. the Reception of the  Spirit for Missions
Acts 1:8, NRSV

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
1. The Promise of the Spirit, i.e. Promise of the Father, which…ye have heard of Me.
Acts 1:4b; Lk. 24:49
They should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father…ye have heard of Me.
Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.
a. To Abide in His servants forever. 
Jn. 14:16

i. Before, He dwelleth with you – as in the Old Dispensation (OD) 
Jn. 14:17c

· In the OD, the Spirit came upon Samson, Saul, etc. and left them when they disobeyed God.

He abode with them, and was among them, but He never dwelt in them.

Cf. David prayed: Cast me not away from Thy presence…take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Psa. 51:11

Never a believer’s prayer!

ii. But now, He shall be in you – as in the New Dispensation (ND).
Jn. 14:17d

· Now the Spirit indwells every believer and abides with and in Him forever.
Rom. 8:9, 11 
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.

· Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and he in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit.
Jn. 4:13
· Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you…?
I Cor. 6:19
b. To Assist them to testify(witness) of the Lord Jesus.
Jn. 15:26

i. He shall testify of Me… He shall not speak of Himself… He shall glorify Me.
15:26c cf. 16:13, 14
ii. And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me from the beginning.
15:27
2. The Power of the Spirit.
Acts 1:8

a. He was Promised to take the Place of the Physical Presence of the Lord.
Jn. 16:7

It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you
b. He would Power them on after that He had come upon them to indwell them.
Acts 1:8 cf. 2:4

Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.

i. Cowardly Peter was emboldened and Preached his first sermon – 3000 souls believed.
Acts 2:14, 41
ii. Peter Preached his second sermon and 5000 souls believed.

Acts 4:4
iii. Then Saul and Barnabas were Separated and Sent out for their first missionary journey.
Acts 13:2

3. The Presence of the Spirit.

a. In Guiding – when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will…
Acts 1:8, NRSV

i. He will guide you into all truth:
Jn. 16:13
ii. He will show you things to come.
Jn. 16:13
iii. He shall glorify Me.
Jn. 16:14
b. In Going – ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
i. both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, i.e. home and the neighbourhood.
ii. and in Samaria –
Contrast Jesus’ Commission to the 12 Apostles on their Appointment:
Mt. 10:
· Their Prohibition: 
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 
· Their Priority:

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Mt. 10:5, 6

· The Probable Reasons:
For the gospel of Christ…unto salvation…[is]to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
Rom. 1:16

For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

Jn. 4:9
· Their Preaching: And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Mt. 10:7
Note: it was the kingdom of heaven and not the kingdom of God – the kingdom of Genuine faith
The Promise to Israel was a kingdom on earth where Messiah would reign under the rule of heaven.

John Baptist, the Forerunner of Jesus, was also sent to prepare Israel for the kingdom of heaven on earth:

His Preaching to Israel was: Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Mt. 3:1, 2
So was Jesus’ message to the Jews: Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Mt. 4:17

· Later, Jesus made a Planned exception:
He left Judaea, and…He must needs go through Samaria.
Jn. 4:3, 4
Because there was one Samaritan Soul to be Saved who in turn witnessed to Jesus 

and the city of Samaria came to believe in Him.
Jn. 4:29, 39-42
iii. unto the uttermost part of the earth, 
Acts 1:8
i.e. the Gentiles, and to preach the Gospel in the regions beyond you.
II Cor. 10:16

Cf. Acts Chs. 2-7(Jerusalem and Judea); Acts Ch. 8 (Samaria); Acts Chs. 9-28 (to Asia and to Rome, etc.) 
B. The Responsibility of the Spirit in Missions.

1. His Ministry in Conviction - When He comes He will convict the world of guilt...
Jn. 16:8-11, NIV
· in regard to sin, because men do not believe in Me;
Every one is a sinner and the greatest sin is not to believe in Jesus as Saviour.
· in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see Me no longer; and…

There is none righteous, only Jesus is that was why He was raised from death and received into heaven.
· in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
Satan is already judged and those who follow him will be similarly judged, 

for it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.
Heb. 9:27
a. Conviction of sin, etc. in a person is Solely the Spirit’s task –
Gen. 6:3

My Spirit shall not always strive with man,

b.  “Conviction” cannot be Softened down to Suit the Sinner’s bias. 
Cf. Jn. 1:13

2. His Ministry in Conversion.
Jn. 3:3
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

a. Conversion to God is by the Water of the Word.
I Pet. 1:23 cf. Gen. 6:3

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
b. Conversion is through the Striving of the Spirit with Man’s Soul.
Gen. 6:3

The LORD said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man.
c. Conversion cannot be Watered down to fit in with Worldly Ways and ideas.
Jn. 1:13

One is born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 


Cf. born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  (NIV)
3. His Ministry in Confirmation:
Eph. 1:13, NRSV

In Him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and had believed in Him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.


a. Salvation is by Grace…through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the Gift of God.
 

2:8, 9
b. Salvation is by faith in the gospel of your Salvation and Sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.
1:13
4. His Ministry in Consecration.
II Thes. 2:13b

God hath from the beginning chosen you to Salvation through Sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.

a. Salvation leads on to Sanctification, and onto Consecration and Commitment.
Rom. 10:9
Cf. if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.
Acts 16:31

b. Salvation leads on to Good Works manifested in the Walk.
Eph. 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
What doth it profit…though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? Jas. 2:14, 17-22

Conclusion: 
The above are to be Received as basic Ministries of the Spirit, essential to Missions.


They are to be Recognised as such by Missionaries in the Mission field.

Part 2: 

C. The Role of the Spirit in Missions – the Mission Call.
